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ment should win in the end, the resultant Government
must be an unstable one in a country reduced to chaos.
Meanwhile, armaments for the rebels flowed into Spain
from many sources, increasing the forces of terror within
the country and aggravating suspicion between nation and
nation outside. While the rebels were being helped from
abroad, " non-intervention" meant that the Madrid
Government could not expect help from democratic
countries.
In the face of this increasingly dangerous situation
Great Britain, on ipth August, prohibited the export of
arms and munitions of all kinds to Spain, and this pro-
hibition included civil and military aircraft. This decision
was followed by German and Italian " acceptance " of non-
intervention and neutrality, with an embargo on the export
of arms and munitions.
Portugal accepted " with reservations " by the end of
the month, by which time disclosures in many foreign
newspapers claimed that the Spanish rebels were using
Lisbon as their point of contact with supporters outside of
Spain, and that Portugal was the main route for supplies of
aU sorts to the rebel armies. Neutrality was agreed to by
Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Denmark, Turkey, Albania.
Thus open alignment of Fascist against non-Fascist countries
was momentarily side-tracked and obscured.
No statement regarding the finance available to the
Government was made after the outbreak of the rebellion,
but the fact that control of Madrid was in Government
hands made available the resources of the Bank of Spain :
2,000 million pesetas gold, and 1,000 million pesetas silver.
Thus Spain possessed the largest gold reserve in Europe,
after England and France. The Bank of Spain had a close
collaboration agreement with the Bank of France, in which